MINUTES  OF  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT   HELD   IN   THE  CIVIC  OFFICES,  GREYSTONES  ON  TUESDAY  28TH  JANUARY,  2020  AT  7.30  P.M.
___________________________________________________________________________
Present:
Councillor T. Fortune, Cathaoirleach

Councillors M. Crean, D. Mitchell, L. Scott & G. Walsh
Also Present:

Mr. M. Nicholson, Greystones Municipal District Manager

Mr. R. O’Hanlon, Greystones Municipal District Engineer
Ms. M. Porter, Greystones Municipal District Administrator 

Ms. K. Coughlan, Greystones Municipal District

Apologies from:
Councillor J. Whitmore

___________________________________________________________________________
At the outset the members passed a vote of sympathy to the Gaskin Family from The Bawn on the recent death of Lylah Gaskin.

1. CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor L. Scott, seconded by Councillor M. Crean and agreed that the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 12th December 2019, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. PRESENTATION  BY  GREYSTONES  CLIMATE  ACTION  &  BIODIVERSITY  GROUP

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. Keith Scanlon and Ms. Annette Kelly to the meeting.
Mr. K. Scanlon thanked the members for inviting them and for their support in having the climate change and biodiversity issues highlighted.  He stated that the leadership shown by Wicklow County Council in this regard meant a lot and it was hoped that this could be improved and continued.  He stated that it was now necessary to mobilise and identify the big things that could be done differently such as not using fossil fuels or fracked gas and coming up with better solutions for the traffic issues on the N11.  He also spoke about the housing and health problems in the country and he stated that everything needed to be tackled as one.  He stated that young people felt empowered to engage with stakeholders to try to shape the future.
The members outlined the actions already taken by Wicklow County Council in relation to climate change and biodiversity.  They referred to specific projects like the provision of cycle lanes and bike parking and the Chapel Road Part 8 scheme in Delgany that improve pedestrian and cycling facilities.  They stated that more needed to be done in relation to public transport and they spoke about the possibility of greener electricity from the proposed Codling Wind Bank.
Members commended the local group for their commitment and their efforts to date and they offered guidance on formalising the group so that they would be better placed tosecure funding for studies and projects.  They spoke about the politics involved in the various issues and the fact that the NTA and TII had responsibility for the N11 and not Wicklow County Council.
The Cathaoirleach thanked Mr. Scanlon and Ms. Kelly for attending the meeting and hoped that they found it beneficial.
3. UPDATE  ON  GREYSTONES  HARBOUR  DEVELOPMENT
The District Administrator circulated a report and map which outlined progress on the harbour development to date.

Members welcomed progress on the public park and tree planting and the fact that part of the boardwalk was now open to the public.  They sought clarification in relation to the  unfinished building in the marina.

4.  REPORT  ON  CHAPEL  ROAD  DELGANY  PART  8

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Ms. Margaret Hartnett and Ms. Emma Willis from Wicklow County Council’s Roads Department to the meeting.
The members had been circulated with a copy of the report on the submissions prepared by Wicklow County Council.

Ms. Hartnett gave an outline of the background to the scheme and the submissions received following the public consultation period.  She stated that the issue of boundaries, replacement trees and land acquisition would be dealt with under the CPO process and that traffic management would be put in place during the construction phase.    

In response to queries from the members, Ms. Hartnett pointed out that if adopted, the scheme would first go to detail design before the CPO process and, if there was no oral hearing, construction should commence in around 12 months time, subject to funding.  She stated that a number of crossing points were included in the scheme and that wood from the trees removed would be used in the scheme where possible.  She recommended adoption of the scheme.
The members then took a vote on adoption of the scheme and all members present voted in favour.

5. REPORT  FROM  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  ENGINEER

A report outlining works carried out to date was circulated to the members and the District Engineer answered any queries in relation to same.
The District Engineer informed the members that himself and the MD Administrator had met with three business owners in Killincarrig in relation to the proposals for the village and that while they welcomed the improvements, they were not in favour of removing the parking in the village centre.  He stated that the proposals would be revisited to see if anything else could be done and that the matter would then be brought back to the members for discussion.

In reply to queries from the members the District Engineer stated that the current set-down area was contributing to the issues at the pedestrian crossing and he stated that the residents of Castle Villas had concerns about additional parking there.  He stated that Killincarrig was primarily a residential area and whatever was eventually proposed probably would not please everyone.
In reply to a separate query from the members the District Engineer stated that a preliminary design had been completed for the provision of a footpath on the Sea Road in Kilcoole.  He pointed out that the scheme would require land acquisition for which the NTA would not provide further funding.  

Members suggested that funding might be provided if the train station at Kilcoole was improved as promised by Irish Rail.

6. ST.  PATRICK’S  DAY  PARADE

The District Administrator informed the members of the details for this year’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and she advised that the prize winners would be presented with their awards at a function to be held on Thursday 2nd April 2020 from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Civic Offices.  She stressed the need for local businesses to get involved with support for the parade and she urged businesses to decorate their shop windows for the event.  She also called for volunteers to assist with stewarding on the day.  
The District Administrator stated that the parade cost in the region of €5,500 to €6,000 and that if the members succeeded in securing sponsorship, then less money would have to be paid from their discretionary funding.  

Following discussion, it was agreed that the sum of €3,000 be allocated for the 2020 St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

7. NOTICES  OF  MOTION

No Notices of Motion were considered.

8. CORRESPONDENCE
1. The District Administrator informed the members that an application had been received from Paul Byrne from the Greystones Guide/Greystones 2020 for funding in the sum of €2,000 for the 2020 Battle of the Bands competition.  She gave details of the breakdown of the expenses for the event and stated that the sum of €2,000 had been allocated for this event for the past number of years.

Following discussion, the members agreed to allocate the sum of €2,000 for this year’s Battle of the Bands competition to be paid to Greystones 2020 after the event.
2. The District Administrator informed the members that nominations were now being accepted for this year’s People of the Year Awards.  She pointed out that the awards would be presented at a function to be held in Greystones Golf Club on Thursday 7th May 2020.
3. The District Administrator advised the members that an invitation had been received from Holyhead Town Council for members and officials to attend the St. David’s Day celebrations in Holyhead in March, the exact date for which was yet to be confirmed and which she would circulate when available.

The District Administrator also informed the members that a delegation from Holyhead would travel to Greystones for the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and following discussion it was agreed to send an official invitation to the Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Holyhead to attend and to sit on the Reviewing Stand for the parade.

4. The District Administrator referred to an email from Greystones Tidy Towns that had been circulated in relation to staffing levels in Greystones Municipal District.  The email stated that the Tidy Towns would have to cut back on projects because they no longer had any TUS staff to carry out works.
The District Engineer stated that the Municipal District staff assisted the Tidy Towns Committee when possible but added that the staff numbers in the district were very low.

Following discussion it was agreed that the District Administrator would follow up on  previous requests to the Chief Executive and the Head of Finance in Wicklow County Council seeking additional outdoor staff for Greystones Municipal District to bring it in line with staff numbers in the other Municipal Districts.

9. ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

No other business was discussed.

THIS  CONCLUDED  THE  BUSINESS  OF  THE  MEETING.
SIGNED:__________________________________________  

                    CHAIRPERSON

SIGNED: _________________________________________




            MEETINGS ADMINISTRATOR
Dated this _______ day of _______________________2020.
